
For most of a century, the high overlook on 17-Mile Drive that offers a scenic view north from Del Monte 
Forest across Monterey Bay has been known as Shepherd’s Knoll. Many visitors assume sheep were raised 
in this area, perhaps having heard that Pebble Beach Golf Links was originally maintained by sheep.  But that 
is not the real source of the name. It is actually an old typo that has been perpetuated over many decades.  
The knoll was actually named for Abraham Dummer Shepard, one of the area’s early developers who first 
built the scenic road in the upper forest.

After more than 30 years in the employment of the Central and Southern Pacific railroads, A.D. Shepard, as 
he was best known, was named in 1903 to the position of General Manager of Pacific Improvement Company, 
the multi-million dollar holding company established in 1878 to hold title to most of the non-rail properties 
held jointly by railroad barons Crocker, Hopkins, Huntington, and Stanford. Among their holdings was the Del 
Monte Unit, where in the 1880s they expanded the railroad, built Hotel Del Monte, developed Pacific Grove, 
established a water system, and opened 17-Mile Drive.  

The unresolved problem in 1903 
was the 4,400-acre Rancho 
El Pescadero, comprising 
most of Del Monte Forest.  Its 
ownership was embroiled in a 
lawsuit first filed in 1868 and 
still under appeal 35 years later. 
Development of the rancho had 
therefore been very limited. 
Finally, the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear the final appeal 
of the Gore family, who had 
bought the Rancho in 1853 
and disputed its 1860 sale, and 
Pacific Improvement Company 
received clear title in 1905.   

The 1906 earthquake delayed 
making plans for the Del Monte 
Forest, as Shepard focused 
on company holdings in San 
Francisco.  In 1909, Shepard 
oversaw construction of the 
first Pebble Beach Lodge, an 
elaborate 200-foot long, log 
building with massive stone 
fireplaces. Along with it, he laid 
out the first housing tract in the 
lodge area —Pebble Beach 
Estates— and published a 
richly illustrated book promoting 
the opportunities to build in this 
coastal paradise.  Shepard also 
expanded the road system, 
creating the scenic 50-Mile 
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Drive to play on the growing 
popularity of automobiles with the 
moneyed set.  This route ran into 
the hills of the forest and out to 
the company’s Rancho Del Monte 
(now known as Los Laureles 
Lodge) in Carmel Valley.

Sales of the large estate lots were 
slow, but he enticed some of his 
old associates from his railroad 
days to purchase. Louis Hill, 
president of the Great Northern 
Railway, bought significant 
acreage on the hill west of the 
lodge at Pescadero Point, and 
Los Angeles developer Fred W. 
Flint bought a few acres around 
the cove near The Lodge.  Local 
artist Chris Jorgensen also bought 
a lot near today’s present post office.  Jorgensen 
and Hill built large log homes, while Flint opted 
for more traditional housing at Blossom Cove.

Shepard’s attempt to encourage sales through 
more than four hundred small lots in the coastal 
meadow east of Stillwater Cove (the current site 
of Pebble Beach Golf Links) was unsuccessful, 
but he made his mark on the peninsula before 

retiring in 1915. While his housing plan was greatly 
altered and in part replaced by golf courses, his 
expanded scenic drive became the basis of the 
current 17-Mile Drive being fully contained within 
the forest. This internal scenic loop was illustrated 
by Jo Mora in 1927.  Mora’s 17-Mile Drive carte 
contains the first known reference to “Shepherd’s 
Knoll,” complete with depictions of sheep. The 
name and misspelling stuck.  

While the name is errant on the scenic vista, 
Shepard’s name is properly honored at two well-
known universities.  A.D. Shepard died of a heart 
attack in Algeria in 1925 while traveling with his 
second wife, Margaret Bowen.  She made a 
large donation from his estate to her alma mater, 

Northwestern University near 
Chicago, which was used to 
construct Shepard’s Hall.  When 
she died in 1954, she left much 
of her estate to fund the Abraham 
D. Shepard History Chair at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley.
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