
 
 
 

Del Monte Forest Property Owners (DMFPO) 
Hiking and Equestrian Trails Committee (HETC) DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 3, 2024 4:00 p.m. 
PBCSD Training Room 
 

Leadership present:   DMFPO Board Members: Bob Ogle / Ned Van Roekel / Lisa Huntley 
       DMFPO Member: Katie Spitz 

Members Present: Kirsten Stember 

Resources present: Pebble Beach Company (PBC): Micah Hawbaker / Shawn Casey / Peter Brown 
Pebble Beach Community Services District: Nick Becker / Rick Verbanec 
OSAC: Bob Ogle / Rick Verbanec 

Others Present: Laura Paxton, DMFPO Administrator 
Linda Killar, Kari Lyddon, Shari Lasher, Leah Andrews, Steve Brown, Vainca Bauman, 
Kathy Huff, Lynn Perkins, Lois Hazard, Tracey Liebig 

1. Announcements – None 

2. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m.  

3. Acceptance/Modification of Agenda – Accepted 

4. Public Comment – Many in attendance commented in opposition to, or seeking alternatives to, the closure of the 
Pebble Beach Equestrian Center (PBEC). Kirsten Stember, referring to a letter she had submitted to the 
Committee via email on April 2nd and was provided at this meeting (attached to these minutes), informed that an 
amended copy of the letter would be submitted. She referred to the three items that the Coalition was requesting: 
1) Adding an agenda item to the April 8, 2024 DMFPO Board Meeting addressing the PBC closure of the 
PBEC so concerns can be presented; 2) Inviting the PBC leadership to do a formal presentation to the DMFPO 
as a special single item meeting on its plans for the PBEC land since no community meetings, public meetings 
or notice was given; and 3) Inquiring into the process for registering the PBEC as a historical cultural 
landscape resource in continuous operation for 100 years. She stated that the Coalition has circulated a petition 
and has collected 2,531 signatures. Lois Hazard noted the Coalition website gives testimony on how the PBEC 
could be a viable operation. The importance of a safe, convenient access point for dropping/collecting horses 
without the PBEC was discussed. Shari Lyddon felt SFB Morse himself would take an enlightened capitalistic 
approach to sustaining the PBEC and its rich history. Director of PBC Security, Peter Brown stated he 
appreciated the comments and would provide them to those appropriate at PBC for consideration of any 
statement. He assured that PBC had no plan to deny equestrians trailering their horses to trail access points, that 
all trails would remain accessible to the public. He stated that PBC would communicate as effectively as 
possible any developing plans for the area. He stated he would not respond to inquiries regarding documents 
pertaining to the matter. The Committee took all the comments under advisement. DMFPO Board President, 
Lynn Anderson assured Chair Ogle the item would be on the April 8, 2024 board meeting agenda. 

5. Minutes – It was moved/seconded/carried to approve the January 3, 2024, minutes. 

6. Pebble Beach Community Services District (PBCSD)/Cal Fire – Deputy General Manager Becker reported 
the PBCSD Board at its March 29th meeting heard the Fire Prevention Open Space Management Plan for the 
upcoming fiscal year; work on the interior areas of open spaces is planned along with road edge upkeep focused 
on in previous years. The goats will arrive the beginning of May and will treat various areas for 12 weeks. There 
are no firm plans yet for treating the “matchstick” area until project resources are allocated.  

7. Pebble Beach Company – Micah Hawbaker reported PBC has cleared 80-90% of the trails of storm 
debris/downed trees. Some trees fallen into other trees are yet to be removed, and areas where the ground is still 
wet are yet to be cleared and trail drainage improved. Most trail markers have been replaced in the last 1-1/2 
years, many in the last two months, and will be replaced on-going.  



 
 
 

8. Trail Maintenance Status – Chair Ogle emphasized the purview of the Committee is to maintain the trails and 
support public access sites for equestrians. He expected a challenge having eyes for trail maintenance needs 
when and if PBEC closure causes equestrian use to dwindle. Vainca Bauman had no reports of issues; she plans 
to continue riding the trails a couple times a month. Kirsten Stember felt the build out in the Indian Village area 
has made trails there unsafe; she thanked PBC for a great job clearing the open pit dunes area trail and felt it the 
best trail for horses right now as the ground is hard packed. A meeting was scheduled for April 18th at 2 or 
3:00pm with HETC members, PBC, and will arrange with MPCC to clarify the Green Trail Path along 17-mile 
Drive: whether on the ocean side up to China Rock, crossing over the road to the MPCC side inside the fence to 
the beach house and then recrossing back to the ocean side Green Trail; or cross to the MPCC inside fence at 
Bird Rock all the way to the beach house; anyone else is welcome to attend.  

Lois Hazard suggested materials be distributed, or a sign at the entrance gates be placed that informs that 
horses (and hikers) are allowed on the trails and to be mindful of them: Chair Ogle stated this need for public 
awareness is clear and he and Peter Brown continue dialogue and effort. 

Kirsten Stember remarked that in her review of the PBC build out plan, she found noted that four more miles of 
trails would be added to the trail system in the upper fire road area, increasing trail mileage from 27 to 31. 

9. New Business – None 

10. Old Business – Peter Brown related that the signs on the trails skirting Poppy Hills Golf Course, though 
confusing, will remain per Poppy Hills/NCGA to keep trail users off the course; Poppy Hills/NCGA will 
however allow added directional or other signage on the posts below its no trespassing signs. 

11. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.m.  

Next Meeting Wednesday, July 10, 2024 4:00pm 

Respectfully submitted by Laura Paxton 
  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


